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Chinese government approved construction. 6 To better understand the reasoning behind the Dam, this paper will place the idea to build the Three Gorges Dam in a historical context before focusing on environmental manipulation. From here, the paper will focus on the ideology and politics of Chairman Mao and how ideas behind campaigns such as 'The Great Leap Forward' have contributed to the environmental degradation of China. This helps to provide a deeper cultural and political basis to better understand the construction of the Dam. The paper will then look briefly at possible reasons behind the final decision to build the Dam. The Three Gorges Dam project is a reflection of the broader political, historical, and social situation in China. This project did not simply materialize out of a need for hydropower, but rather is the result of a complex historical context. Industrialization, modernization, communism, and the concept of economic development have all contributed to the Dam's construction. Although this paper identifies the environmental degradation caused by decisions made by the Chinese government, it is important to note that such decisions are not limited to the Chinese government. International pressure to modernize, industrialize, and contribute to an international economy dominated by Western ideals of progress shaped development decisions in China. 7 The Three Gorges Dam, beyond the Chinese context, can be seen as a symbol of a much broader drive for modernization and the environmental and social issues affecting people worldwide. Despite the relatively recent abundance of negative press surrounding the Three Gorges Dam and other dams in China, 8 the Chinese have successfully practiced forms of hydrological manipulation for thousands of years. For example, the Dujiangyan Dam system, built in 256 B.C.E., was constructed for flood control and irrigation and remains functional to this day. 9 Thus, the Chinese have an "extensive historic association with hydraulic technologies." 10 The ability to manage water systems has been an essential aspect of Chinese culture, agriculture and politics throughout history and has been an important part of the imperial control exercised by Chinese empires. However, as Marks argues, many of these hydrological changes began to cause problems by the end of the eighteenth century. Deforestation and diking resulted in increased siltation, flooding, and the loss of nutrients, which was detrimental to local residents.
11 In addition to this, Marks argues that population growth and "competition for increasingly scarce resources on both land and water occasioned more and increasingly sharp social conflict." 12 This conflict contributed to the fall of the Qing Dynasty.
13
In this context, whereas the social and political contexts shape decisions about the environment, the environment also shapes society and politics.
It is important to recognize these social and political connections when investigating the Three Gorges Dam. Such a project reflects not only the opinion of those in power and a history of imperial control, but also the fact that the Chinese have historically grappled with devastating floods and environmental obstacles, which have shaped their society and politics today. However, the various Chinese governments throughout the past century have seemed unwilling to acknowledge that such devastating floods are arguably the result of past deforestation and other environmental changes.
14 Rather than addressing these environmental problems, the Yat--sen, Mao and Xiaoping governments have focused on industrialization and economic development and have justified their decisions by highlighting the benefits and prestige of environmental control and economic gain within an 9 Morgan and Waretini, "The Yangtze River," 67. Yat--sen's approach was intended to modernize China according to Western standards. The international community supported this type of industrial progress and, specifically, the Three Gorges Dam itself. Yat--sen includes in his writings letters from various government officials, who state that the economic development of China will be beneficial to all mankind, and that development should occur in order to "exploit the great hidden riches of China." 22 The influence of international economic forces becomes obvious in such circumstances. It also becomes impossible to simply blame the Chinese government for environmental degradation, since it is obviously a much broader, historic problem. In the context of past imperial control, visions of Chinese nationalism and the recent World War, Yat--sen recognizes that "The Chinese people at last are waking up and realizing that [they] must get up and follow in the world's progress."
23 In this sense, the grand scale of development at any cost can be seen as a method to overcome impoverishment and embrace progress. There seems to be a sense in this report that the Chinese government of the time feels the need to catch up with the modernizing world and to overcome backwardness.
24 Although Sun Yat--sen's nationalist party failed, resulting in civil war and the eventual take over by the Communist Party in 1949, this push to overcome backwardness was carried through in Communist policies. According to Meisner, this backwardness is "both social and economicthe historical legacy of a century of the failure of both However, Mao takes this one step further and uses approaches to nature that were influenced more by Lenin's Soviet visions of large--scale industrialization than Marx's views of production. Lysenko, a Soviet biologist, dismissed Western, bourgeois biology because it merely sought to understand nature, whereas the aim of communism was to change nature in pursuit of industrialization.
32 While being influenced by this view, Mao's communism also relied on the modernist view of science as a tool to control nature. In this sense, modernity was to be achieved through the domination of nature. Mao saw nature and society as "objects of change and control; … both could be altered and directed from the outside, as it were, by reshaping environments."
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Control of the environment became an inherent aspect of social revolution and social control. The best way to highlight this control was through the execution of large--scale projects such as the Three Gorges Dam.
The following excerpt from a poem written by Mao exhibits his feelings, and more generally, the Chinese government's attitudes towards the Three Gorges Project: And now I am swimming across the great Yangtze… A bridge will fly to span the north and south, turning a deep chasm into a thoroughfare. Walls of stone will stand upstream to the west to hold back, Wushan's clouds and rain till a smooth lake rises in the narrow gorges. The Mountain Goddess if she is still there will marvel at a world so changed. 34 This excerpt from Mao's poem exhibits a triumph over adversity. In such terms, the construction of the Three Gorges Dam would be seen as a great achievement for the Chinese people. As mentioned above, the Yangtze River has been a mixed blessing for the Chinese people. The use of technology and industry to control and harness such a force could be seen as a great success, not only in Chinese society, but also throughout many societies worldwide. However, the rapid increase in both the number and size of dams built after the establishment of the People's Republic of China suggests that the Mao government specifically saw dams as an important aspect of a greater social and economic control, in addition to a source of power. 35 According 43 In Maoist China, according to Shapiro, "lack of freedom of speech and of intellectual inquiry had grave consequences for the human relationship with nature." 44 The only view accepted was one of industrialization and development at any cost. As mentioned above, this cost ended up being extreme environmental degradation and the loss of up to 30 million lives. With a silenced opposition, plans for the Dam were allowed to proceed.
There is an important transition from Maoist China to the government of Deng Xiaoping and the economic reforms that Xiaoping introduced in 1979. Since these economic reforms, the growth of the Chinese economy has helped to pull millions out of poverty. However, this rapid growth has severely affected China's environment and has caused social displacement across the country, as is highlighted in the case of the Three Gorges Dam. 45 Although the influence of Chinese socialism continued to shape the planned construction of the Three Gorges Dam, Xiaoping policies were largely seen as a response to the failure of Mao's economic policies and represent a large shift towards capitalism and a market economy. 46 In this context, Xiaoping emphasized that the Three Gorges Dam was needed to be able to produce more electric power in order to encourage economic growth. However, waves of domestic and international protests and various contradictory reports regarding feasibility continually pushed back the implementation of plans for the Dam. that the damming of the Yangtze "is an event that not only inspires people but demonstrates the greatness of the achievement of China's development." 48 In this statement, it is important to identify that the Three Gorges Dam project, throughout a century of planning, has become connected to Chinese nationalism and ethno--centrism in the eyes of the government. 49 According to Sullivan, there is a common Chinese saying that "Only China can save socialism." 50 Sullivan then states that the Three Gorges Dam, as a symbol of the might of Chinese Communism, may be intended, in part, as "political C.P.R." 51
Devastating floods occurred in 1991, killing about 3000 people. These floods became a crucial factor for supporters of the Dam to attain approval for the project. Supporters emphasized the urgent need of infrastructure in order to prevent such floods from occurring in the future. In this economic sense, China has been as concerned about achieving economic development, as most other countries in this time period. In addition, according to Lee, there has been an increased rhetoric around hydropower as the answer for a sustainable power source in China. 55 Large dams in China and around the world are being promoted as green energy sources. The Three Gorges Dam was designed to control flooding, improve navigation, generate electricity and provide water storage for irrigation. These can all be seen as very beneficial to Chinese economy and society. However, the Dam has in fact flooded habitats, caused drought, slowed navigation, caused extensive migration, and has not produced as much energy as was predicted.
56 Perhaps the criticism of this one project reflects a broader, more historical criticism of a system that measures benefits through economic returns. Economic returns are easier to quantify and are more tangible. The "Golden Waterway" described in Captain William Gill's, The River of Golden Sand,
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is now seen as a strategic asset, like so many other natural resources worldwide.
Besides being portrayed as a positive symbol of modernization and economic development, the Dam, to many Chinese, has also been a negative symbol of state control. In the push for economic and political gain, many poor, local people have been further marginalized and forced to move. By the time the project was completed, 1.25 million people had been displaced, the majority of 54 Morgan and Waretini, "The Yangtze River," 68. 55 Bellette Lee, "Global Capital, National Development and Transnational Environmental Activism," 117. these people being rural.
58 Not only are there many critiques of the government's plan to move so many people, but also, the majority of the displaced people are rural farmers, meaning that they rely on their land for a livelihood. Therefore, the government had to find additional land to compensate these displaced people, often moving them to entirely new counties or regions. 59 Many have argued that human rights and rights to property were blurred throughout the processes. The options of these displaced people are limited and the preparedness of host communities is lacking, causing social conflict. Today, it is unclear how these people have faired since displacement.
60 It is obvious that the Dam has much more political importance than simply providing economic returns. It was originally envisioned as a symbol of Chinese industrialization and modernization. Such perspectives can be traced through the century from Sun Yat--sen to Mao to Xioping and Li Peng, who all saw such a dam as the ultimate achievement in China's development, whether it be a beacon of modernization, revolution, or economic growth. In addition to this, Mao instilled in Chinese Communism a feeling of mastery and control over nature. Such theories saw people and the state as separate from nature, with the ability to manipulate natural forces for their own benefit. These views were not limited to China, but the rapid level of industrialization undertaken by Communist China through campaigns such as The Great Leap Forward exacerbated environmental degradation to the point that it caused famine and death on a large scale. Today, the Dam has displaced millions of people and continues to cause untold amounts of environmental degradation.
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The idea that humans should control nature is still evident throughout the world today. However, rather than simply being a sign of modernization, the manipulation of resources is also 61 Gleick, "Three Gorges Dam Project Yangtze River, China," 141.
recognized as essential to increased economic development. In this sense, the Three Gorges Dam is seen as a strategic asset as well as a symbolic achievement. Beyond the context of China, the Three Gorges Dam is also a symbol of larger systems that value economic benefits and industrialization over a sustainable environment. When criticizing or analyzing the Three Gorges Dam, it is important to acknowledge not only the historical and societal context in which it was built, but also that it is both a Chinese problem and an international one.
